Influenza detection and subtyping by reverse transcriptase polymerase chain reaction-restriction fragment length polymorphism for laboratory surveillance in Brazil.
A duplex reverse transcriptase polymerase chain reaction-restriction fragment length polymorphism for influenza virus subtyping was applied to 412 patient samples. The assay was able to discriminate all 47 influenza A H1N1 and H3N2 viruses. This rapid technique assessed if positive samples were current circulating strains or an emergent one and could be used as the 1st test in prepandemic stages.